Established In 1936

“The Doon School

WEEKLY

Saturday, September 15, 2007 « Issue No. 2163

Having worked for weels at the debates, the Organising:
Committee of the SEIDS, it has to be said, did a faitly
efficient job. The visidng teamns all assembled on the evening
The repistranen took place on tme, and
the briefing session gave a protessional touch to the debates,
The debares were scheduled to bepin the following morning,

The topic for the preliminary round read: ‘E".-?.'Jfge.r and
sritersilies ave veduwdani as tnrditutions af ligher learning”
reading the topie, the first point that came to my mund was
tn opposition of this motion: since the motion 15 silent on
which colleges and universities we are talking about, and
since there is no common plane ofy which these colleges
and universities can be aligned. I was inclined to think that
we would deal with collepes and universities as concepts,

of September 7,

So, in essence, colleges and universities are supposed to insl
theories in the students” minds and encourage them w apply
them so as ro foster a better learning experience. In thar, |
think, if the concept is implemented, colleges and universities
are not redundant as insttuions of npher learmng, The fhipside
to this arpument is, obviously, the fact that it deals wath an
abstract thought and thar in todays world, which is m many
ways, juxtaposed to Utopia, putting forward the argument
based on deadnde ddeas would not serve any purpose,

In Pool A, the debaters from the proposition talked about
how higher learmng connotes life skills, and since, according
to some of the debaters in the proposition, these life slalls
are not imparted to the sadents, colleges and universities are
redundant as nstirions of higher learning, Concentrating
on the shorteormngs of fedey s educational systemsin colleges
and universities, they proved how they are redundant by saying
how higher learning cannot be pursued at places whete
students are exposed to vices like drinking, .smrru::]éjmgE drugs,
and sex. The Doon School and Mayo College for Gitls
gualified fot the Knock-out stage from this poel. In Pool B,
the debate relied heavily on examples and an interesting starstic,
about how almost half the students in the ﬁmrld do not
know who Alhert BEmseein is, came to light. The reburtal o
this came from one of the debaters fmm the Maodern Fligh
School, Dubal, who remarked that 47.6% of the sransncs
quoted in debaces are faked. Of course, it may have led us
to doulst the credibility of his claim, to a certain extent, but,
on the spur of the moment, irqualified as a very quick répa:[ﬂe.
Another speaker sought to propose the motion by taking the

Victory at ‘Chucks’

Sauray Sethia recounts the Chuckerbutty Debates held in School on September 8§ and %

After -

example of Mahatma Gandhi, saving that he never sent his
children to school. Although the participants did not refute
thiz example, a member from the audience brought to out
knowledge that [Hanlal, Gandhi’s eldest son, grew up to be
a dipsomaniac and was discened by hus father. On the
whole, the results were predictable and La Martiniere for
Bovs and the Modern High Schoel, Dubai, went on to the
next rowund.

The JAM was easily the most enjoyable round for the
audience. Wivaan Shah's droll speech on *Ftery Date’ and
his connection of the topic to human life was laudable.
But, Rajiv Naresh’s speech on *Eaiwses” scored more points.-
Avilash Pahi spoke passionately on “$ize madters” and won
the Best Speaker #n the Turncoat round. The topic for the
face-off read Ldutharnity phawnr rebelfon’. Ashish Mitver won
the Best Speaker in the Face-Off. His debate was
characterised by an immaculate structure, touching upon
multifarious aspects in sucdnet points, The Doon School
was to debate against La Martiniere for Boys in the final
round. So, the fourteen teams were, finally, whittled down
o TR

The motion, now, read “Indoctrination ir necersary’. The
proposition drove home the point that there are certain
postulates to every theory; that conclusions ate dtawn from
cerrain things that are a given. I too thoupht that if one
was successful in proving that one plus one is not equal to
two, a5 2 corollary, he would negate every mathematical
breakthrouph in the history of mankind. If ‘necessary’
implies ‘for progress’, then, cleatly, opposing indocttination
does not achieve this end. The opposition, naturally,
stréssed on how all change came about by questioning
and non-conformity, The proposition said that
indectrination does not mean questioning evervthing, and
cleatly, the opposition was also, very implicty, meant to
sav that. The opposition went on to talk about individual
creativiry, to which the proposition replied by saying that
the mind is indoctrinared to be non-conformist, and thus,
a personality develops as a reselt of indoctrinaton, thereby
reiterating its stance cleatly. The Doon School won the
debates, but it would not be incortect to sav that the
debates were closely contested throughout. It illustrates
the high standard of debating that students today are
enpaged in at the school level.




WELCOME

The School communiry welcomes Namrata Pandey, as a
full-time Career Counsellor. We wish her a fruirful tenure.
% % % % %
A warm welcome also to Dievin Whitfield, visiting faculey
from. Hilron E:';:H::g::._ Durban.  He will be teaching
Mathematics and Biology, and will be with us till the end
of this term.

SPARRING WORDS

In the Preliminary round of the Chuckerbutey Debates,
fourteen teams took part. The Pool A debare was held in
the MPH onSeprember 8, Ashish Mitterwwas awarded the
Best Speaker in this debate, while Shikhar Singh was
adjudged Second Best Speaker. The two teams that
qualified for the knockout round from this pool were The
Doon School, and Mayo College for Gitls, Pool B debate
was held simultanecusly in the AV Room. While Rushil
Gambhir and Siddhant Issar were adjudged the Best
Speaker and Second Best Speaker of the debate
respectively, La Martiniere for Boys, Kolkara and The
Modern High Schooel, Dubai qualified for the Knock-out
routid from this pool. In the Knock-out round held at the
MPI the same evening, Rajiv Naresh won the Best
Speaker of the JAM scction, Avilash Pahi was adjudged
Best Speaker of the Turncoat section, and Ashish Mitrer
was awarded Best Speaker of the Face-Off secnion. The
Doon School and La Martiniere for Bovs qualified for the
final round of the debates. Inthe final round, Ashish Mitter
wis adjudged the Best Speaker, and Shikhar Singh was
the Second Best Speaker, and The Doon School emerped
victosous, Congratulatons! -

Buzzer RounD

In The Doon School Quiz held on Seprember 9 in the
MPH, La Matrunicre for Boys, Kolkata represented by
Shayak Chakraborty, Debdeep Nath, and Rohan Shah was
placed first. The Doon School, Dehradun represented by
Ashish Mitter, Chinmay Sharma, and Saurabh Tiwar
occupied the second place. The Modern High School,
Duba, reprezented by Akaszh Venkar, Vivek Govind Kuamar,
and Avneeth Fernandes was third, Conprarulations!

SmasH Hir
The School was re]:lrtérntcd by Arpit Pahjwani, Sagar
Aparoral, Amic Gupta, Ashutosh Kejtiwal, and Abhishek
Jin i the IPSC Table Tennis Tournament held ar
Rajkot. In the Under 17 individual event, we reached the
semi-finals, Tn the Under 19 individual event, we reached
the quarter-finals. In the Under 19 team event, we emetped
runners-ap after a gap of six vears. '

Well done! . y L
Hinp1 ELocuTiON

The Doon School was represented by Vatsal Khandelwal
and Chandrachuds Shukla ar an Inter-School Poetry
Recitiation Competition held at Riverdale High School,
Dehradun. They won the trophy for second place. Well
done!

«)doonspeak
Chuckerhﬁr{rtr; Afterthon llghts.__"'

The topics were very debatable, and the debating in the
hnal round was, espedially, impressive. — Shaman Marva,
The Vasant Valley School.

The topics were interesting, in the sense that, as students,
we could connecrwell with them. — Rushil Gambhir, La
Martiniere for Boys, Kolkata.

The debates were less fact-based.” The key to doing well
hinged on the abiliry to think. This, cerrainly, makes more
sense in extempore debaring. — Tushita Gupta, La
Martiniere for Gitls, Lucknow.

Opinion Poll
Do you think justice delayed is
justice denied?

No 15%

376 peapie pariicipated in the poll

MNext Week’s Question: Do you think that the
Twenry-Twenty format makes for better cricker?
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# The Chuckerbutty Debates bepanin
B 1936, in memory of Nahendu §
B Chuckerbutey.  Mr. Chuckerbutty
B taught Geopraphy at Doon and was
an ardent mountaineer,  He passed
faway during a mountaineering
B expedition. The Doon Schosl wan
# the Trophy for the first time in the
: of ' its
inception = 1956,

VeAT

The Dre. Dipali Banerji
Memorial Trophy for The Doon
School Quiz was instimited by her
sons — Ajal, Sanjal and Udai’
Baneri (all Old Boys), in her fond &
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et ITICITIONY.

CAREER CAIL

I'he careers’ notice board will focus on the top vniver-
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sities in USA, UK, Canada, and Anstralia. All those
interested in undertaking higher education in any of these
countries should look it up,
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India’s
Treyvstwith Destiny

From Koli Fnshﬁrfﬂ]lk to

Marine Drive
Harsh Mall

I Trvalk dovarn Banne Dirive, the Queen’s Necklace, from
the Al India bulding towards Malabar Hill, on my left,
stretching rowards the horizon, 15 the Arabian Sea: muorky
brown w colour, lirtered mith vickety boats and a prominent
member of the cast for every opening scene of a Bombay-
based Bollywood movie. On my #zht is a wall of toveering:
slevscrapers, warching over the Necklace with a million bright
eves. The muveiad sigles, sounds and tastes of Mumbai are a
treat to the senses and the world views this city as a micro-
cosm ol India: but how has this growth come albow?

Vor whar was 'ence the dowry that accompanied the Por-
tuguese Cathering de Braganza, Bombay, - or Mumbai, has
constantly climbed up the charts since its debut in indepen-
dent India, What 15 today the fastest growing mertropolitan in
warhd, {]EIIIUEIELPhiCEl]l}' and economically, was once just a
mete trading port of the Hast India Company Slowly, as
this tropical archipelago, through s flourishing cotton in-
dustry and ‘trade centres, became a jewel in the company's
kitry, and itz population increasing at a rate that threatened
Calcutia’s supremacy, 1t became one of the more politcally
unportant repions of the sub-contnent, and with its accessi-
bulity tey the world, itwas an itevitable meling por for cul-
rures from all over the globe Postindependence, the Bombay
state was split, on linguistic basis, into the states of Gujarac
and Maharashtra, and itwas only in 1960 thar the present day
ciry on Mumbat was established as the capital of Maharashiea
state. Bombay was re-christened Muambai in 1993 by the Shiv
Sena party, after Mumbadevi, the Hindu deity whe was wor-
shipped by the Koli fisher-folk,

I the T0s, a major construction and industralization bootn
saw A rapid growtl in the population of the cities due to the
large number of imigrants from vatious patts of te coun-
try. Itowas here that the ‘Bombay Dream’ was first experi-
enced and the conceptexists tll date, The comparatively high
standard of living, larpe employment opportanities and an
attractive metrapolitin Lfestyle drew in job-geelers from all
over the country, cacl with his/her dream of a ‘new life’.
Although thiz led to a tremendous economic surge, it also
disturbed the secular stamas of the city. The nots of 1992-93
followed by the bomb blasts brought out the precarious
soctal postton of the city and since then, there have been
vartous incidents of violénce aimed at dismirbing either cer-
tain sections ol society or the welfare of Mumlbai as awhole.
The T0= boam siw the prowth of the Sti:-{;!.f f:u:l‘ﬁ:;-ng:_', the
majot ports [BSE and IN5E) being in Bombay and this was
perhaps the irth of the ‘potential super-power” that India 13
being termed as today,

The bgoest cover-page tepresentatives of Bombay are
perhaps the entertainment industry and the railways.

Hollwood has already been glorified in a previous reference

i this colutnn, and indeed; the cicy of Mumbai is the
germiating poine for a natton’s worth of entertainment,
The raibways, on the other hand, although notas plamor-
ous, are the most important infrastuctural part of the
city’s anatomy In fact, the frst Indian raibsay line was
lard by the Brtsh from Bombay to the town of Thane,
The Mumbai Suburban Railway MNetwork, populatly
lknown as local trains, ferty around 2.2 billion commut-
ers up and down the length of the island in a vear(the
wotld’s population &5 6 billion!), the highest forany mode
of public trangport i the world: In fact, the bomb blasts
of 2006 interded o disrapre the welfare ‘of the city by
wrecking the main mode of transport for the citizens:
the trains.

Some [acts: For almost a century, the bigges) can-
tiibutor to Bombay’s economy has been the textile in-
dustry which was set up due to the sudden surpe of cot-
ton imports during the Ametican Civil War, The city’s
literacy rate iz 20% more than the nations and the per
C:l]:ni'[ﬂ income, three tmes! The earliesr kaown name of
Bombay is Heptanesia and it took 60 vears to merge the
Tislands inta the landmass we recognize as hMumbail Ciry
todaw. It is the second larpest metropolis in the world
and has a population greater than that of Australia,

Mumbai is tulv a show-off feature of India, From
Bollywood and the prowing economy, to the complex
slutn setlements and culturally vich dheed, it is representa-
wve of the shining” India that today, sixty vears since ih-

dependence, stands uiL-.Ld to lead the world.
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¢ awordroot
B Know your alphabet: B
BD: This letter'is the autline of 1 rude arcliwray oty
Bdoor, Tt is called; in Phoendician and Helbrew: dedbB
ﬁu.dc:nr and m Grréek, défia In the latrer languape, R
Einc a triangular shape. In Fgyprian hf‘]rULl'-.-PhlE‘-T ik
B represented by a hand. " The initial of the laterit i
HDen natius, is used to indicate a pre-decimal peny orf
EE*:L:lc_m:v: Asa Roman numeral, T3 srands ot five hub. B
Bred. B
BE: The letter is derived from an Egyptian heiroglyph t
#and the Phoenician Hebrevw sigm called be. “The fol- B
Elﬂumg lepend 15 sometime: found in churches -
‘der the two tables of the ten commandments:
BPRSVR Y PRECT MN
EVR KPTHS PRCPTS TN
%J he vowel “e” supplies the key.
B The first letter in the Runic futhare, hut the sixth in
#ihe Phoenician and Lavn alphabers and their deriva ®®
Frives. "Ihe Fayplian hetroglyph represented a ho rhed
asp and the Phoenician chatacter, a pep PR repre—
sents the same sound. .
2205 This letter 15 a modification of the Latin c’, whic:h%
“was g rounding of the Greek gewera, Until the third
-century BC, the ‘gl and k! sounds were both repre-
sented. by the letter ‘¢ in the Hebrew and old®
®Thocnician alphabets. ‘g is the oudine of a.camel’s!
'hcad and neck and Hebrew gime/ heans ‘camel’,
ilg:,u::-'ur::r_uci Eromm Brewer i Dictionary of Phvars and Hz.f:!.gﬁ
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| Short Storyi
Distressed

Saurar Sethia

Fwas not yet sixin the morning, The sun’s rays lit
the sky scantly | T'o Sara, life meant nothing, In her
hapless existence, she had formed an opinion thar
enjoving lite izian orgy. Each day signified drudgery,
and Sara; silently submitred to it She hoped thar it
was a-dream; hoped that this new dawn would
conclude quickly. | She sighed, then washed her Face,
brushed her teeth, and put'on a sweater over her clorhes
hastily, she was uncaring of evolving trends and
changing fashions. She was content with her
anachromstc pottrair,

She walked, as if in a trance, without purpose, and
Her eves rewealed her
distress to anyone who looked at them, What was it:
an unhappy childhood, a roriured adolescence, the
remnants of unrequited love? She procured a key from
her pocker, and mened it in the key<hole. The door
opened, and she vwisted the sipnboard so that ‘OPEN’
stared at passers-by. The money Sara earned from

. . . -
withogut any consciousiness.

her café was barely enough o sustain her, and why she
wanred to contnue her godforsaken reality, drowned
in destitution, was 4. mystery to her. Maybe the thought
of death was too painful; bur life wasn’t any better;
mayhe she was just waiting for something to happen,
but nineteen years had passed and nothing had
happened; mayhe she hadn’ lost all hope vet, but in
the way she sequestered herself there was no hope.
The door opened.and the soft bell was the harbinger
of the arrival of a customer. His hair was shorr and
blonde, and his goatee made him look dangerous, He
walked in with long, menacing steps and took a rable
at the [ar corner of the café,| She approached him,
notepad and pen in herhand. “Two cups of coflfee,

and make them real strong”, he musmured, with his

hand covering his mouth.  He had a hoarse, grubby
voice. The drone of the coffee-making machine
disturbed the silence. The hot, black coffee matched
the rancour in him. To Sara, it meant nothing, She put
the tray i front of him and he sipped the first cup of
coffee quickly, considering that the coffee was piping
hot. The second cup was taken in by him, almost in a
gulp and his face coniracted to a frown as soon as it
was ovet.He rose to leave. Sara cornered um hefore
he could leave and said, “Hey, mister!. You haven’t
paid up. That’s five dollars and chirty-five cents™. For
the first rime in her life, she was angry. For the first
time in her life, the expression in her eves was altered.
The emptiness, the agony was gone; her pupils Were

pinpoints of anger.. The man looked at her, and: the
next second, a revolver was pressed against her
forehead, Fle did not feel sorry for her, and she knew
it. Two tears rolled down her cheeks. She closed her
eves, Bang...

It was not a peaceful pallor that spread deross her
face. Her'eves spoke her distress. She lay on the floar,
and blood was splattered all over 1. She was dead:
the deceased remains of unanswered emortions. The
signboard stared at passers-by It read: *OPEN’,

Fod o Gk

| Poetryi

Dittersweet Reflection
Mansher Dhilfon

The room was silent. . .
A painful silence sweeping through my soul,
Before it sank to the depths.
Like a second before an apocalypse,
I knew my time had come.

I"ve lost what I once used ta be,
That boy with thoughts of elegance,
Who, after nights spent with artistic temperaments
Hopes to seek refuge, atonement,
To find himself'a christened being.

Live in this wave of temperaments,
With its perpetual swings,
Arousing in me non-conformist action,
Sparks of suppressed genuineness,
The release ofbasic instinets. ..

I hate to admit, we’re all
Hypocrites in the humdrum of human affairs,
Animals who tag ourselves with a social price,
Sell our conceptual selves,

And merely term it sacrifice.

l'am a river of emotions,

Flowing through this existence.
Ahuman seeking shelter from the bondage ofhis
own kind,

And can hear the echoes
Emanating from a blurry past,

‘Live, and let live’.
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